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since his victory over Bellasis, met them at Nantwieh, and totally defeated them, capturing Colonel George Monk, who, after suffering a short captivity, engaged in the; service of the Parliament, and lived to become illustrious by restoring Charles II. to his throne.
The Cavalier siege of Hull was abandoned, Newcastle being forced to prepare himself for a siege at York. The Roundheads threatened Newark, and Prince Rupert hastened there from Oxford and beat them off. After relieving Newark the Prince began his march northward for the relief of York. On his way thither he paused to succour a distressed lady, whose history is one of the most romantic of that age.
Charlotte cle la Tremouille, Countess of Derby, was at Lathom House, when, on the 2.!d of February, ifi.f.j, Sir William Waller summoned her to surrender that stately castle to his army. Her husband, the Karl of Derby, was absent in the King's military service, and was unable to come to her relief. She was a lady of the most eminent virtue and of rare courage, and she returned a defiant answer to the summons. Waller laid siege to the castle, leaving Colonel Rigby in charge, and passed on with the principal part of his army. The Countess, by conducting a number of parleys with Rigby, managed to gain a sufficient time to arrange* for her defence, and to strengthen and recruit her little garrison. The walls of the great mansion were high and strong, being six feet in thick-ness; and seven lofty towers and two lesser ones added to their strength, besides the great gate, ami the Kugle Tower, high overall, in the centre of the building. Tin* house itself stood so low, that the shots from the Roundhead guns on the surrounding slopes could scarcely reach it. Around the walls was a wide moat with strong palisades, and it could In* crossed only over the bridge at the postern gates, which were now guarded by trusty sentinels. The garrison consisted of three hundred men, over which the Countess had appointed six captains, arraying herself in semi-armour as their eommander-in-chief. The house was stocked with arms and provisions, and was well appointed to endure a siege.